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Traditions bring neighbors together 
Most of the time, most of us are darting in different directions. We 
commute to work, rush kids to activities, shop, visit family, and so on; 
yet, around this time of year, we spend a little more time at home. This 
edition of The Tie-Line is dedicated to being home and enjoying 
neighborhood traditions! 

 

Scaring up Halloween fun 
Our Annapolis Landing annual tradition over many years is the exciting, well attended Halloween 
Party on All Hallows Eve, from 5 p.m. until dusk, when everyone had to run home for trick-or treat. 

The party featured an outdoor parade and costume contest for the 
children  of  all  ages.  We  had  young  toddlers,  elementary-school 
children, teenagers, and even adults dressed up for the event with 
some  folks  carrying  babies  in  costumes,  including  a  few  very 
adorable pumpkins. Here was much enthusiasm, laughter, color, 
and spookiness as they all paraded around a circular path until 
the judges selected three winners, two for the clothes and one for 
an original group theme. But that was not all. Everyone brought 
finger food for our large table, including barbecued burgers and hot 
dogs,  delicious  meatballs  in  a  crock  pot,  vegetable  trays,  and 

Halloween desserts. We hope to continue this 
event, which is a welcome jump-start to trick-
or-treat in our neighborhood, which - by the 
way - attracted hundreds of children between 
6:30 until about 8:30 p.m. During this time, 
we had an after-dark hay ride on a truck, and 
several neighbors gathered around fire pits to 
continue munching and getting acquainted. 
What a wonderful time! -  Carol Moyer 
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Women’s Club shares laughs at Turkey Swap 
 

  

Retired gym teacher Caroline Gilbert 
has strict rules for the game: 
everyone brings a wrapped gift worth 
about $10 and each lady takes a turn 
picking a card that indicates whether 
she should pick a gift from the pile or 
steal from someone else. That’s when 
the laughter starts. Caroline starts 
singing, everyone starts singing, the 
ladies have fun with the wrapping 
(see below), they laugh at the gifts, 
and, of course, they bond over 
cocktails and wine. What a beautiful 
neighborhood tradition!  

 

 

 
Oysters grow at 
the AL marina 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our neighborhood 
oyster “garden!” While 
you’re home drinking egg 
nog this winter, the oysters 
will be growing in square 
cages hanging from the pier 
at the marina. Annapolis 
Landing is one of 80 
growers around the river 
participating in the restoration 
project through the South 
River Federation. Planting 
oysters is one small way we 
can help restore the Bay. 

 
photos by Will Gervase 
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“Honey-do” project makes for pretty and practical entry 
With fall in full swing and winter weather just around the 
corner I thought it best to highlight an entryway furniture piece 
that does just the trick to keep you and your family organized 
this season with all of that winter gear. Bryan Bailey, a fellow 
neighbor and friend came to mind since he completed an 
amazing custom hall tree for his foyer estimated to cost less 
than $200. When I asked Bryan where his inspiration came 
from for the hall tree, his answer was that this simply was a 
honey-do item on his punch list - for over a year. He then 
sweetly pointed out that his wife is very patient. Bryan further 
explains, “The design was based on several hall trees we liked 
on Pinterest. With three school age kids we needed some semi-
organized place for shoes, coats, and book bags.” The only 
hardship he had, as with any busy family these days with little 
ones, was finding the time to work on the project, which 
took him about 20 hours over several days. Luckily, Bryan 
was able to use leftover/scrap materials from his previous 
remodeling projects on his house. Now he says the challenge 
is actually getting all the kids to hang up their stuff! 

Bryan also has lots of history in Annapolis Landing, living on Scottsborough as of July 1986 and now 
on Newcastle as a proud homeowner since August 2015. He completely renovated the home and 
within 5 months, he and his cozy little family of five were able to finally settle in to their nest. With 
over 13 years of experience as a full service commercial general contractor in the greater D.C. 
Metro area, Bryan says, “There is a big feeling of accomplishment that comes along with making 
things from scrap with your own hands.” If you are interested in having a Hall Tree put in your home 
or want to cross off your next home project then please send our friendly neighbor an email at 
bbailey80@icloud.com. His work is superb, with the highest quality of craftsmanship and no detail 
left undone. Just check out his bike pulley system in the garage! To be continued at another time…  

- Angie Mackey 

Materials needed to complete the project: 
 
• -3/4” plywood for the base 

 
• -1x2 and 1x4 primed pine trim to frame out the wall portion and cap off the plywood edges 

• -Primed bead board for the wall panels 

• -Laminated pine for the bench seat (matched to his floors), although a hardwood would be better 

• -Double coat hooks 

• -Caulk 

• -Paint 
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Fall home and garden tips from Carol Moyer 
Doesn't it seem as if the autumn leaves are falling 
faster and, at the same time, taking longer to fall than 
last year? Our paper bag supply doesn't last very long, 
either. What could help is this: instead of relying 
solely on paper bags, we can put the leaves in one or 
more of our old extra yellow recycle bins or a garbage 
can with an "X" taped on them, since the Yard Waste 
people no longer pick up plastic bags. 

I highly recommend removing the leaves from the 
curb area to prevent leaves from clogging the sewers 
and blowing back towards your or your neighbors' 
homes. As far as your yard is concerned, you might be 
glad to know that it's OK to leave a light coating of 

leaves on your grass and full, but not too thick, covering in your gardens (along with the mulch 
around your special, tender plants) to protect them from the cold. The leaves are good for 
gardens, as most plants also like the nitrogen and the acidic pH, so don't feel bad about pushing 
some leaves from the grass into a flower bed. (The same goes for pine needles.) Leaving the leaf 
coating too thick can cause a buildup of moisture and fungus, which makes it important to remove 
the leaves in early spring. 
The final good news is that at least up to now, our routine lawn mowing should take care of most of 
the leaf cover on your grass, and the combination of leaves and grass (without chemicals and lawn 
seeds) is great for compost. Just be careful with grass seed and newly germinated grass when you do 
rake the lawn, and remember that raking can be useful without being as burdensome as one might 
think. 

 

Message from AL Board President 
Hello, Neighbors!  Fall is getting off to a great start. We had a super turn out for our annual 
Halloween Party in the well lot. So glad to see everyone participating and involved in our 
community. I just wanted to take a moment to wish everyone, on behalf of the Board and myself, a 
Happy and Safe Holiday Season. Thank you to all who signed up for luminaries this year to bring 
this Annapolis Landing tradition back. The board is hoping to keep this going in our future years 
again, provide we have the participation. Looking forward to seeing how beautiful our community 
can look during the holidays. 

Reminder:  A nnual notices will be communicated electronically by the end of December. If you 
have not signed up for the community website to receive these notices as well as other community 
communications, please do so. Please contact our web admin at 
webadmin@annapolislanding.org. If you do not receive the notice electronically, please reach 
out to our secretary or treasurer to get the necessary information in January: 
secretary@annapolislanding.org or treasurer@annapolislanding.org. 

Thank you to everyone for helping to keep Annapolis Landing a great place to live. Happy 
Thanksgiving and Happy Holidays to all! Kevin Burgess, President - ALHA 

 
Note from The Tie-Line editor: Please consider joining The Tie-Line Team! 
reporteralison@gmail.com 


